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The Great Debate: 
Classical vs. Presuppositional 
Apologetics
 J. Andrew Payne

It is a near–universally conceded truth among Christians that it is the duty 
of a believer to both proclaim and defend his faith. Most apologists cite 

1 Peter 3:15 in support of this duty, that believers should, “Always be ready 
to give a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in 
you.”1 As it is well known, Peter here uses the word ἀπολογία, from which 
we derive the title of our task: apologetics. Apologists further will unite 
around three basic elements that apologetics must fulfill. The most obvious 
task of apologetics is to provide a defense (ἀπολογίαν) of the faith. A second 
element is that apologetics seeks to glorify God through a manifestation of 
our commitment to Him.2 Finally, it is the task of Christian apologetics to put 
forth a positive case for the truths of our faith. 

1. Unless otherwise stated, all scriptural quotations come from the HCSB translation. 
2. This purpose can be found within the general context of 1 Peter 3, wherein Peter 


